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Account and 


of Parliament, for erecting a Court of Cenſcience 
Cc. in the City of Norwich, 


frer ſetting for h the Ad vontages the Ci- 
ty of Lo: dan his received, by Eſt bliſhing 
a Cou. t ot Concienc? in the (ame, by prevent - 
iag many Charges of Atreſts and other Proceed- 
ings in Law : An' that the City and County of 
the City ot Norwich being very populous, & c. 
diverſe vexatious Suits for ſeveral Debts are 
daily Commenced, more expencive to the Par- 
ties than the Debts &c for which they ſue, to 
the ruin of F. mi ie, and filling the Priſons with 
m ſera le Debtors, and c eating great Charges 


Ito the ſeveral Pariſhes wherein they were Inha- 


bitants for their ſupport and Maintenance. It 
Enacts & That there be a Court of Requeſt 


or Conſcience for the Relief of the poorer ſort 
Jot People in (mall Debts, erected and eſtabliſh- 


ed in the City and County of the City ot Nor- 


q wich, and the Pariſhes and Places therein con- 
Jeained, and the Liberties chereof, And be it 
further Enacted, that the Perſons for chat pur, 
poſe hereaſter named ſhat! be Commiſſioners for 
hearing and determining all (uch matt rs and 
JCai'es as by this preſent Act are appointed to 
be heard and determined in the (aid Court of 
Conscience, for the {aid City and Couuny of 
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the City of Norwich, and the Pariſhes an? 
Pl ices cherein c2ncaing d And the Libertie jones re- 
of ' thit is to lay the Mayor A derms n, ag! 
Comm n Counci' o the £114 City or Te time 
being, or any three ar more ol them, whereof the 
Mayor or one of tte All iermen for the time by . 
bein 3, to he one o the Gi] three, are hereny 

t aorize f and perten to execute the poges 
an1 Authorities of this preſent Act i in ſuch mia. 
ner as herein after expreſſecl. And be it tufther 
Enacteꝗ that betore any of the ſaid © 17 7 lion 
ers ſhall execute the Autliorities of t is A he 
Mall take the Oath tollo.ving b-tore I De: Or. 
der or Stewar | of the fame tur the time Le: 13. 
in theſe Wor 's following. 4 

J A. B, do promiſe and {mear, that all 74 88 
Matters and Cauſes as I (poll order an d determine}. 
by vertue of this. AT, 1 will order and de mg 12228) _ 
with Juſtice and uin, ccorai ng to th 5. 0 
ay knowledge and Under ſtandinm, 

ei So help me God, 

And be it further Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, chat for the prevent on of deirauding 
or opp eling of the Pour either Plaintiff or De. 1 
88 15 lat the Colts 0. Soft, and number, off” 

Ittice tor diſpate' 17g the Baines ot the (aid " 
- ts, : he ſuch, 1d no other than what 2 
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Flalnt 2 pence, for deren Grader 4 pence. for eve- | 
weg Or Warrant to commit to Priſo nee 


2etion ach- d on lodged on the Order 4 pence, 10 
| EV oY 
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4 (very Waraant for levying the Debt by Sale o 
ie (cods 6 pence, to the Beadle attending the 
1 $4 Court for warniag every Perſon 4 pence, for 
10 err nf every Precepr or Warrant 4 pence. And 
That Thot Steward Gentleman be, and is here» 


„ v nomina ted and Ip ured 2egiter and Clerk | 
85 # the ſaid Cour of Conſcience, "nd to continue 
„s long 25 he the faid ! egiſter and Clerk do 
3 ell and truly demean himtelt in the Fxccution 
r bis fatd Office, and in caſe c Mitdemewour, 
„he aid Commiſſtonets may and are hereby au- 
1 horiZ ed to remove and G iſplace the aid R eęiſt- 


r, or Clerk for ſuch Miſdemeanour, and aproing 
uon other Perſon or Perſons to execute aid ſup- 
ly the ſaid Offices and Places ot him that ſhall 
- eto rwiſdemean and Þchave himlelf; and tor the 
preſent Fxecution of the matters in the aid ct 
ontained. the ſaid Thomas Steward ſhall be 
FF: egeiter and Clerk of the Cour of Conſcience 
For the (aid City of Norwich-and the Pariſhes 
ad Places therein contained, and the Lib rties 
E and the faid Reg ter is to nominate his 
„„Deputies and Beadles for the ſaid Cour to be 
F ct Fy the ſaid Commiſſion r, and in 
ole of removal upon Ia ful conv ction t any 
Mildemeanour, or deceaſe of the {aid [\cpiiter or 


Clerk the (aid reſpective Commiſſioneis, ur on 
uch removals or death, are to nommite and: 
=, point ſuch other Perſors as they tral think fc, 
"Nor the ſupply of ſuch Vacancies that ſhall hap- 
rd pen as aforeſaid. And be i: ſu ther Enactea 
13 Þv< Authority aforeſaid that the ſaid Commiſſi- 


ry oncrs 
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oners for the ſail City ot Norwich or any three 
or more or them ſo 2ppo:nte! as moreiaid, are 
hereby authorized and requized to met and af. 
ſemble themſelves together on Monday in every 
Week and oſtener it the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall 
think fic, and in ſuch Place as {hall be appointed 
& aſcertained | y the ſaid Com miſſioners for the 
time eing, or the great-r number of them then 
preſent, to hear and ( etermine all ſuch matters 
of Debt or A&ions on the caſe, up n any Al- 
ſumplit tor: the Verovery of any Debt not a- 


mounting to 40 Shillings, brought before them 


accordi g to the true 1atent and mean ng of this 
pretent Act. And be it further Enacted that eve. 
ry Perſon end Ferlons inhabiting, or that ſhall 
nhabit within the (aid City aud County of the 
City of Nor:rich, and the Pariſhes and Places 
thereof, being a Tradeſman Victualler Labour- 
ing man or Other Peiſon, which now hath, or 
Tereafter ſhall have any Debt or Debts owing 
unto him her orthem, by any Perſon or Per- 
ſons whattoever, being a Tradeſman, Victualler, 
Labourina- man. or other Pe. ſons, Inhabiting or 
that ſhill uhabit wit hin the ſaid City of Nor- 
wico, ad the Pariſhes and Liberties before men- 
tione ], being under the value o“ 40 Shillinęs 
ſhall and mav caſe ſuch Debtor or Deb. ors to be 
warned or ſummoned bv the Beadle of the ſaid 
Court ot Conſcience, or his Agent or Agents by 
w-itein> lett at the Houle or place of aboad of 
ſuch Deb*r r or Debtors ot by other realonable 
Warning or Notice to be given to the ſaid Debt 
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tor or Debtors to appear beſore the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners of the ſaid Court of Conſcience, and 
that the ſaid Commiſſtone:s or any thiee or more 
of them, ſhall have Power and Authority by Vet- 
tue of this A& from time to time, to ter down 
ſuch Order and Orders to be made between ſuch 
Party and Parties Complainanty, and his her or 
their Debtor or Debto:'s, Defendants toucl irg. 
ſuch Debts not amounting to the Value of 40 
$Shillings, betore the ſaid Cemmilſioners 35 they? 


{hall find to ſtand with Equity and good Cen- 
ſcience in a ſummary way, with, or wit bout Ad- 
jbunment, not tying themſelves to tte exact 


Form and Methods of the Common Law or 0+ 
ther Courts of Juſtice 5 which ſaid Orde or Cr- 


ders:thall be final and concluſive to all Perſons 


therein conce ned, their Executors aud Admin. ſt- 
rators, nor thall any Writ of Error Certiorarv, ot 
Proceſs of Law or Equity, ly or thetemova! ſ ay 
or reverſal of the fame, all ſuch their Crdeis to 


be Regiſtred in a Book or Fooks fa rly writen to- 


be kept in the ſaid Courts, and as well ce Plain» 


tiff as Defendant {hall oblerve and keep the ſame: 


in all points, and for the due proceeding therein; 
it ſhall and may be Lau ful forthe aid Commil- 


ſioners of the {aid Court or any three or more of 


them, to miniſter an Oath to the Flaintii? or De- 
fendant, and alſo to {uch Witneſſes as iÞall be 
produced on each Party if the ſaid Commiſizor. 
ers or any three or more of them (hall ti nik meet 


And beit further Enacted, that it any fuck (re- 


ditor or Leb:or after warnung iven 10 him 
her 


y 
. 


($.) 
or them, in manner and form before in t i A 
mentioned by 2 Officer of the ſaid Court of 
Contcience, Fall without fome juſt & reaſonable 
cauſe of excuſe io be allowed of by the ſaid Court 
rt fuſe to appear in the ſaid Court; that them it 
{tall and may te lawtul for the laid Officer or Of- 
cers of the laid Court, by Order of the ſaid Com- 
miiſioncrs. or any three or more of them as a- 
foreſcid, to c and convey ſuch Party or Par- 
ties to {ine i iſon or liſons in the ſaid City of 
Norwich, there to remain without Pail or Main- 


prize, until he or they pertorm and fulkl the oy 


der of the fa:d Covrrts and in cafe any Credit 
or Debfol, Plaintiff or Defendant, do or {hall 101 


obty an! perform {ach Order and Crders or De- 


Ciees, as the faid Court hall make, ſet down or 
direct, in, for, or ccacerning ſuch Debt or Debts, 
ot the payment or allowance of any c: its or Da- 
mages or, or in reſpect of the ſame, that then it 
bali and may, be awful to, and tor the Officer 
and Rees © of the ſaid Court, by the Order or 
Orders, Warrant or Warrants of the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſione erden „three or n re of them, to Levy 
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ſuch Debt or Lecbrs Lamages or Money by the 


aid Commiilione:s, Ad or Ordeed tobe 
p2id by and out of the Goocs and Chattles of 
fackreditor OT poor Plantift or Detendant 
and by Sale of the fame, returning the Overplus 
if an / be, to ſuch — or Parties, and if ſulfici- 
ear Goods and Chattles of ſuch Pay and Parties 
ce be found within the Juriſdiction of the 


{3/4 COut, hereby, and whereout ſuch Debt or 
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Debts, Coſts or Damages 0 Awarded, ſhall and 
1y be Levyed, rated 4nd ſruigtyed, that then it 
ſhal! be antul or n cr Ollicers of the 
lala Court, by the Or ter or Crde.s of the ſaid 
Commit io 1E1S, Or any three Or more of them as a- 
fo eiad. to cat y and convey ſuch par ty and par- 
ties, to ſoin- btiſon and Priton within the ſaid (i- 

ty of Norwich, there to r-Mam, without Beil or 
WMoeinprize, un il he ſhe or the SA do and thall 
pertorm and obey, wch the Order or Orders, or 
D-crees of tne (21d Ccurt, and it any Perſon or 
5 1 being qualiſicd as aforeſaid, and Inabit · 
2 inthe ſaid City, ſhall at any time next alter 
t © firik Day ot Auguſt in tle Year of our Lord 
1797, commence and prolecute any Action, in 
any Oi his Majeſties Courts at W et minſter, or 
id any other Court. zganſt“ :ny Perſon Jahabiting 
 refid-inz within the {.1d City of Norwich and 
ol 2ces betore me tioged, for any Debt or Sum of 
M-ney. due upon contract, promiſe ſpeciality or 


otherwiſe, which upon the Iryal ſhall be found 


not to amount to the Sume or value of 40 Shil- 
lines 01erand atove toſts, no ſud.ment ſhall 
be entered upon Record upon any ſuch Verdict, 
and if any iy udgment ſnal]! be entered thereon, 
then inch judgment ſhell be, and is hereby de- 
cla ed Null and void. and allo the Deſendant in 
every ſuch Action {hall have his Coſts in the ſaid 
Suit to be taxed by the ſaid Court or their pro- 
per Officer, where luch Action ſhall be Tryed 
and paid by ſuch P!ajnziff in the Cauſe, any Law 
or Cuſtone tothe contrary in any wiſe notwith- 
_ Bands 


8) 
Pandivg, And be it fvrcher tnaQted by the bete 
aforeſaid, that if any Perion or Perſons ſhall at any 
time be Sued or proſecuted for any thing by bim or 
them done or executed by the Authority in purſuance 
of this Act, he ud they ſhall and may plead he Gene 
ral live, and give the ſaid Act or any other ſpecial 
water or ta ng in vide ce, for his or their Defence 
ror Plamiifis, all be Non-fuitcd in 
four ſu . phe. forbeat farther Profecutiun, or 
diſcentinus i upon Tryal, a Verdict ſhall p-f 
282180 him or the, then ſachgpctondant or Vefe:;d- 
ants, ſhe! have Yreb'e Coſ;st0 him or them a ard. 
"Road {ach Plaintiff er Plaintiffs, and | ſuch 
Execution and Means to recover the fame as in 
other Caſess where Coſts by Law are given to U- 
fendants. Nor ided ai ways that this Act or any thing 
\ herein contsined, mall not extend to any Debt {vr 
Rent pon apy Leaſe for Lan s or Tenements, or aug 
cher real Contracts, nor to any othec Deut that 
Fall ariſes 5 prop any cauſe concerning a Teſte 
ament or imeany, or any thing con.c: ing of 
operly BQonging, tothe -cclettaltical Court, al. 
ie the ſame de u der 40 Shillings, any thing bore 
mentioned to thẽ con- rary in any wife nutwithiſtan g. 
ing. provided that noth ing in this Act contained, 
Mall extend v7 g conitrued to exte:; a. tothe Limits 
of the Pallace of the Hine of Nor wich, or tae pre. 
eindts of the (Aa tia: Courch of Notwich, or to a. 
y Per ſon or Perſons which now arg, or ibo ll ac ary 
time hereafter be refjcling within the ſaid Limits cr 
precincts, or either of t ein, as long as Wes ſhall con- 
tinue chere to $606 as aforefard. 
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